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VOTING IN CONGRESS 
 Most votes in Congress do NOT record individual votes 

 There are 3 types of votes in Congress: 

 Voice votes (the most common) 

 Division votes (AKA “standing votes”) 

 Roll call votes (AKA “the yeas and the nays”) 

In 2nd session of last Congress, 299 recorded 
votes in Senate and 664 in House. Number 
increased dramatically after reforms to 
voting procedures in early 1970s. 

Roll calls in House done mostly 
electronically; in Senate, roll is actually 
called 



“Shown in this image from television is the vote total for U.S. 

House Resolution 104, voted on by the members of the U.S. House 

of Representatives, early Friday morning, March 21, 2003, in 

Washington. House members approved their support for President 

Bush and the U.S. military troops fighting in the U.S.-led attack 

on Iraq.” (AP Photo/APTN) 



FINDING ROLL CALL VOTES 

 For very newest, use http://thomas.loc.gov (which 

links to House and Senate clerks’ sites) 

 For anything post-WWII, use CQ Electronic 

library Congress collection 

 For 1837-1945, use LN Congressional 

 For 1789-1837, use The Yeas and the Nays (SSRC 

JK 1021.C37) in combo with Hein Online (or just 

send them my way) 

http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://library.cqpress.com/congress/
http://library.cqpress.com/congress/
http://web.lexis-nexis.com/congcomp/


THOMAS 

Click on Roll Call Votes, then pick a session 



CQ 

To browse CQ key votes 

or search floor votes 

To browse all floor votes 

by session 

To analyze votes by 

characteristics of 

Members 



LN CONGRESSIONAL 

Switch to this tab 

Be sure to 

specify a date 

or session! 

Choose Roll 

Call Votes from 

the drop-down 

menu 



CONVERTING FROM A LAW OR ACT’S 

POPULAR NAME TO ITS BILL # 

Click on Legislative Histories, Bills & Laws… 

then select Statutes at Large… 

then click on Popular Name to open a pop-up box 



CONVERTING, CONT’D 

Browse or 

search for 

the name, 

then paste 

the result to 

your search 



CONVERTING, CONT’D 

Be sure to change your 

date! 

 

Open the PDF and find 

the bill #, which you can 

then search for the roll 

call vote 


