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VOTING IN CONGRESS
Most votes in Congress do NOT record individual votes

There are 3 types of votes in Congress:
Voice votes (the most common)

Division votes (AKA “standing votes”)
Roll call votes (AKA “the yeas and the nays”)

In 2nd session of last Congress, 299 recorded
votes 1n Senate and 664 1n House. Number
increased dramatically after reforms to
voting procedures in early 1970s.

Roll calls 1n House done mostly
electronically; 1n Senate, roll 1s actually

called



ON AGREEING TO THE
RESOLUTION

_“""f'br '

H t:ON REé“i'mK -
"YEA NAY PRES; NV

-

REPU‘BIJCAN = 224 e A e
DEMOCRATICS 167 118 "521  f =

INDEPENDENT -~ 1 ] & "
TOTALS® 392~ 11 ~// 22

TIME REMAINING 0:00

“Shown 1n this image from television is the vote total for U.S.
House Resolution 104, voted on by the members of the U.S. House
of Representatives, early Friday morning, March 21, 2003, in
Washington. House members approved their support for President
Bush and the U.S. military troops fighting in the U.S.-led attack
on Iraq.” (AP Photo/APTN)



FINDING ROLL CALL VOTES

For very newest, use http://thomas.loc.gov (which
links to House and Senate clerks’ sites)

For anything post-WWII, use CQ Electronic
library Congress collection

For 1837-1945, use LN Congressional

For 1789-1837, use The Yeas and the Nays (SSRC
JK 1021.C37) in combo with Hein Online (or just
send them my way)



http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://library.cqpress.com/congress/
http://library.cqpress.com/congress/
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In the spirit of Thomas Jefferzon, legizlative information from the Library of Congress
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