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 Widespread 

disillusionment 

 Partisan rancor 
and gridlock: 
fewer than 75 
laws passed in 
first session of 
the 113th 
Congress 

Why bother? 

Source: http://www.gallup.com/poll/166196/congress-job-approval-drops-time-low-
2013.aspx  
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Some perspective… 

 Low expectations are the norm 

Source: http://www.gallup.com/poll/166196/congress-job-approval-drops-time-low-
2013.aspx  
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 Partisan rancor isn’t new either 

Some perspective… 
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Some perspective… 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661719/  
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 CQ Roll Call: http://www.rollcall.com/ 

 Detailed reporting of all the doings on the Hill. Coverage of numerous policy 
areas, influential staffers, lobbying, and more. Some nice reference material on 
member seniority, fundraising, and media appearances. Can register to set up 
various email alerts. 

 CQ Weekly: http://library.cqpress.com/cqweekly/  
 Weekly news and analysis of prominent figures and events in Congress. Tables 

track key votes, presidential support votes, party unity, status of appropriations 
bills and other legislation. 

 National Journal: http://www.nationaljournal.com 
 Good news coverage of Congress and US politics and some key sectors like 

Defense, Energy, and Health Care. Also hosts the Almanac of American Politics 
(requires subscription), a useful source for info on members and staffers, their 
districts, committees, and ideological vote rankings 

 Politico: http://www.politico.com/  
 Good source for news on Congress and Capitol Hill 

 NYT, Washington Post, and other news sites with good political coverage 

News 
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 http://beta.congress.gov/ 
 Replacement for THOMAS legislative system. Contains all 

legislation from 1973-present and the Congressional Record 
and committee reports from 1995-present. Can search or 
browse for legislation by category, member, or committee. 
No tracking options. 

 Note: THOMAS is still available until end of 2014 at 
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php  

 https://www.govtrack.us/ 
 Contains all legislation from 1973-present, some limited info 

on bills from earlier periods, roll call votes from 1789-
present, and much more. Best source for tracking bills, 
members, and committees. Open API and bulk data 
downloads for data reuse. 

 

 

Legislation:  
finding, tracking, advocating 
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 http://www.opencongress.org/ 
 Sunlight Foundation project for tracking legislation 

and members. Data from 109th Congress (2005)-
present. Track bills, members, and committees; 
compare members voting records; get permalinks to 
individual lines of bill text; create tracking widgets. 
Interactive message builder for contacting all 3 reps at 
once. Open API for data reuse. 

 http://scout.sunlightfoundation.com/ 
 Uses open data to create email or SMS alerts for bills in 

Congress, court opinions, federal regulations, state 
bills, GAO reports, and speeches in Congress. Can also 
add RSS feeds from any source to customize alerts. 

Legislation:  
finding, tracking, advocating 
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 Popvox: https://www.popvox.com/  

 Tool for easily contacting Members of Congress. Open 
API and several interesting widgets for visualizing 
and mobilizing support/opposition to bills 

 http://politics.nytimes.com/congress 

 Covers major bills, votes, and nominations. Provides 
recent actions and links to bill full text. Can browse by 
subject category and get feeds for all their trackers 

 

Legislation:  
finding, tracking, advocating 
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 Govtrack and OpenCongress good for tracking committee 

bills and activity 

 Senate: https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/committee
s/d_three_sections_with_teasers/committees_home.htm 

 House: http://www.house.gov/committees/ 

 Committee sites can have lots of useful info—reports, 
press releases, hearing video and transcripts, etc.—but 
there is no uniformity 

 Many committees have subcommittees with their own 
websites as well as sites for the minority party (the link is 
often buried in the footer) 

 

 

 

 

Committees 
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Roll call votes (also linked from Congress.gov): 

 House (1990-present): 
http://clerk.house.gov/legislative/legvotes.aspx 

 Senate (1989-present): 
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/legislative/a_t
hree_sections_with_teasers/votes.htm 

 Senate cloture votes (1917-present): 
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/clotu
re_motions/clotureCounts.htm 

Govtrack has roll call votes back to 1789 

Votes 
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House floor schedule: 

http://majorityleader.gov/Floor/ 

House committee hearings schedule: 
http://docs.house.gov/committee/ 

House bills to be considered: 
http://docs.house.gov/floor/ 

House floor summary for the day: 
http://clerk.house.gov/floorsummary/floor.aspx 

 Today's House calendar  and history of legislation: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/getTodaysHo
useCalendar.action 

Calendars & Schedules: 
House 
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House floor summary 





 
 Senate floor schedule: 

https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/legislative/d_three_secti
ons_with_teasers/calendars.htm 

 Senate committee hearings schedule: 
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/committees/b_three_sec
tions_with_teasers/committee_hearings.htm 

 Today's Senate Legislative Calendar: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/getTodaysSenateCalenda
r.action 

 Today’s Senate Executive Calendar: 
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/executive_calendar/
xcalv.pdf  

 CR Daily Digest for what happened during the day: 
http://beta.congress.gov/congressional-record 

Calendars & Schedules: 
Senate 
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 House floor proceedings: http://houselive.gov  

 Covers proceedings back to 2009; also allows you to search the floor summary 
and closed caption text and then click right to that portion of the video 

 House committee live streams: http://thomas.loc.gov/video/house-
committee  
 Has previous hearings from 2012-present. Can also find video through 

committee sites; some have archives going back to 1997. 

 Senate doesn’t require committees to live stream, so no central location for 
Senate video. Go through each committee's site to find what’s available 

 Senate floor proceedings: https://www.senate.gov/floor/index.htm  
 Note: links only appear in IE and by accepting the "unsecure" content; can also 

see in FF by clicking on the        symbol next to the URL and choosing "Disable 
protection on this page" 

 Live coverage of Congress from C-SPAN: http://www.c-span.org/live/  
 C-SPAN Video Library: http://www.c-span.org/about/videoLibrary/  

 More than 200,000 hours of video going back to 1986. Can browse for video by 
member, committee, or vote and create clips from video to save or share 

Video 
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 Sunlight's Congress app: 

http://congress.sunlightfoundation.com/  

View deleted tweets of politicians: 
http://politwoops.sunlightfoundation.com/ 

 Search and visualization of Congressional speeches: 
http://capitolwords.org/ 

Other tools 
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 Support open government and open data 

movements and organizations 

Make your voice heard, but be civil 

Questions or comments? 

Jeremy Darrington  
jdarring@princeton.edu 

 

Final thoughts 

mailto:jdarring@princeton.edu

