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The “what” 
 “Web scraping” 

 Using software to extract info from websites 

 “Python” 

 An open source programming language that is powerful and 
flexible, but also easy for beginners to learn 

 “Liaison librarian” 

 Someone hired for his/her subject expertise—not technological 
prowess!—to support research in an academic department 

 



The “why” 
 Changing research environment for social scientists 

 New sources of data on the web 

 Many old sources now digitized or only published online 

 Possibility (expectation?) of new roles and new skills for 
liaison librarians 

 Understanding researchers’ environment and tools  

 Online data collection support/advice? 

 Web scraping as a new form of collection development? 

 Personal interest 

 Programming is fun! (no, I’m not joking) 

 The tech support when tech support isn’t available 

 

 



The “catalyst”, part I 
 “Web Scraping and Text Processing with Python” workshop 

in January 2014 





The “catalyst”, part II 
 This presentation! 

 There’s nothing like a deadline and the risk of professional 
embarrassment to help you reach your goals! 

 



The “how”, part I 
 Codecademy course on Python 

 http://www.codecademy.com/tracks/python  
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The “how”, part II 
 

 Setting up Python on my own computer 

 IPython: http://ipython.org/; easy installation via Anaconda: 
http://continuum.io/downloads  
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The “how”, part II 
 

 Viewing/sharing notebooks 

 http://nbviewer.ipython.org/ 

 http://www.wakari.io/  

 My example notebooks: https://www.wakari.io/jdarring  
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Reflections 
 Scraping is a valuable tool, but legal and ethical 

considerations abound 

 Lots of great tools and tutorials, but … 

 Learning any new skill takes time and repetition 

 The best learning happens when you tackle real problems 

 Group learning can be helpful, esp. in programming 

 Library administrators should be supportive and actively 
encourage exploration 

 Programming skills are useful and transferable 

 

 


